
Zelena tranzicija 
in krožna 
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rabljenih 
ladijskih 
kontejnerjev
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90%

4,900 container shipstoday up to 10,000 TEU pership

.57 €
0,003%

.12€
1,6%

of non-bulkcargo
worldwide ismoved by
containers stackedon  
transportships

stacked upto
8 storieshigh

The cost of transporting a laptop / bottleof
wine from China to WesternEurope, and the  
proportion of transport costs in the endprice.

China

Europe

USA

SYMBOL AND CO-CREATOR 
OF GLOBALIZATION



20’container 40’container 45’ high-cube container
imperial metric imperial metric imperial metric

external
dimensions

length 19’ 10” 6.058m 40’ 0” 12.192m 45’ 0” 13.716m
width 8’ 0” 2.438m 8’ 0” 2.438m 8’ 0” 2.438m
height 8’ 6” 2.591m 8’ 6” 2.591m 9’ 6” 2.896m

interior
dimensions

length 18’ 105⁄16” 5.758m 39’ 545⁄64” 12.032m 44’ 4” 13.556m
width 7’ 819⁄32” 2.352m 7’ 819⁄32” 2.352m 7’ 819⁄32” 2.352m

volume 1,169 ft³ 33.1m³ 2,385 ft³ 67.5m³ 3,040 ft³ 86.1m³
maximum grossmass 52,910lb 24,000kg 67,200lb 30,480kg 67,200lb 30,480kg
net load 48,060lb 21,800kg 58,820lb 26,680 kg 56,620lb 25,680kg
area exterior 158,972 sq ft 14,769m² 339.041 sq ft 31,498m² 359,934 sq ft 33,439m²

interior 145,764 sq ft 13,542m² 304.607 sq ft 28,299m² 343.185 sq ft 31,883m²
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tankcontainer flat-rack  
container

open top  
container

openside 
container

refrigerated  
container

building  
container

cargoshipping 
container

SIZES AND 
TYPES
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MOBILE

REUSEABLE

TEMPORARY

BUILDING
CONTAINERS
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container  
door

teakfloor containerwall

steelframe

SHIPPING CONTAINER - THE BUILDING 
BLOCK OF CONTAINER ARCHITECTURE
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OPTIMIZING THE
SYSTEM-EVOLUTION
OF CONTAINER



According toISBU
(IntermodalSteel
Building Unitsand
ContainerHomes
Association),
theshipping-
container-based
constructionis
currently oneof
the fastestgrowing
constructiontrends  
in theUS.

THE RISE OF CONTAINER ARCITECTURE

PRICE

MARKETDESIGN
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SUPERSTAR ARCHITECTS
AND SUPERSTAR CLIENTS
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Inthepasttwentyyearscontainerarchitecture  
witnessed several stages ofdevelopment.

Photo: AndreMovsesyan

Photo:batiloc.fr

3.larger 
projects

2. expandingspace  
(hydraulics)

1. conceptualuse

4. in combination  
with othermaterials

5. standard  
prefabapproach

EVOLUTION OF
CONTAINER 
ARCHITECTURE
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CONTAINER ARCHITECTURE
TYPOLOGY
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CONTAINER COMPOUNDS

A SINGLE CONTAINER
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EXTENSIONS MIXED 
CONSTRUCTIONS
AND 
SPICE-UPS
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ROOFTOPS

FLOATING
CONTAINERS
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INTERIORS
WITH CONTAINERS
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS



35 36

HOUSING PROJECTS



EVENT ARCHITECTURE
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Containers stacked in  
dynamic compositionsis  
eye catchingbut usually  
needs additional static  
reinforcement.

Stacking  
containersone 
on top of the  
other.

FORMING SPACES

STACKING

PRINCIPLES OF 
CONTAINER ARCHITECTURE
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A container  
home wearing  
an additional  
facade. Mani-
festo Houseby  
James & Mau  
Architecture.

Containerlook or secondary facadecover

Photo:AntonioCorcuera

PRINCIPLES
OF THE OUTLOOK
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KNOWING WHEN TO USE CONTAINERS.
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1. selecting appropriatecontainers

TRANSFORMATION
PROCESS



floorplan

51 52



1

BEST PRACTICES
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REGIONAL EXAMPLES.
OWN PRACTICE.
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HVALA.

UTILITAS.
FIRMITAS.
VENUSTAS.
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